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§192.1003

management program and to ensure
compliance with this subpart.

Integrity Management Program or IM
Program means an overall approach by
an operator to ensure the integrity of
its gas distribution system.

Mechanical fitting means a mechan-
ical device used to connect sections of
pipe. The term ‘‘Mechanical fitting”
applies only to:

(1) Stab Type fittings;

(2) Nut Follower Type fittings;

(3) Bolted Type fittings; or

(4) Other Compression Type fittings.

Small LPG Operator means an oper-
ator of a liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
distribution pipeline that serves fewer
than 100 customers from a single
source.

[74 FR 63934, Dec. 4, 2009, as amended at 76
FR 5499, Feb. 1, 2011]

§192.1003 What do the regulations in
this subpart cover?

General. This subpart prescribes min-
imum requirements for an IM program
for any gas distribution pipeline cov-
ered under this part, including lique-
fied petroleum gas systems. A gas dis-
tribution operator, other than a master
meter operator or a small LPG oper-
ator, must follow the requirements in
§§192.1005-192.1013 of this subpart. A
master meter operator or small LPG
operator of a gas distribution pipeline
must follow the requirements in
§192.1015 of this subpart.

§192.1005 What must a gas distribu-
tion operator (other than a master
meter or small LPG operator) do to
implement this subpart?

No later than August 2, 2011 a gas dis-
tribution operator must develop and
implement an integrity management
program that includes a written integ-
rity management plan as specified in
§192.1007.

§192.1007 What are the required ele-
ments of an integrity management
plan?

A written integrity management
plan must contain procedures for devel-
oping and implementing the following
elements:

(a) Knowledge. An operator must
demonstrate an understanding of its
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gas distribution system developed from
reasonably available information.

(1) Identify the characteristics of the
pipeline’s design and operations and
the environmental factors that are nec-
essary to assess the applicable threats
and risks to its gas distribution pipe-
line.

(2) Consider the information gained
from past design, operations, and main-
tenance.

(3) Identify additional information
needed and provide a plan for gaining
that information over time through
normal activities conducted on the
pipeline (for example, design, construc-
tion, operations or maintenance activi-
ties).

(4) Develop and implement a process
by which the IM program will be re-
viewed periodically and refined and im-
proved as needed.

(5) Provide for the capture and reten-
tion of data on any new pipeline in-
stalled. The data must include, at a
minimum, the location where the new
pipeline is installed and the material of
which it is constructed.

(b) Identify threats. The operator
must consider the following categories
of threats to each gas distribution
pipeline: corrosion, natural forces, ex-
cavation damage, other outside force
damage, material or welds, equipment
failure, incorrect operations, and other
concerns that could threaten the integ-
rity of its pipeline. An operator must
consider reasonably available informa-
tion to identify existing and potential
threats. Sources of data may include,
but are not limited to, incident and
leak history, corrosion control records,
continuing surveillance records, pa-
trolling records, maintenance history,
and excavation damage experience.

(c) Evaluate and rank risk. An oper-
ator must evaluate the risks associated
with its distribution pipeline. In this
evaluation, the operator must deter-
mine the relative importance of each
threat and estimate and rank the risks
posed to its pipeline. This evaluation
must consider each applicable current
and potential threat, the likelihood of
failure associated with each threat,
and the potential consequences of such
a failure. An operator may subdivide
its pipeline into regions with similar
characteristics (e.g., contiguous areas
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